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INTRODUCTION  

without disabilities (PWOD) consider themselves “normal” and judge people with disabilities (PWD) as 
“other people.” The term ‘normal’ is defined as what it is not, specifically the lack of deviation, disease, 

ity (Smart, 2001). On the other hand, persons with disabilities are often called the ‘other’ 

n a person’s ability and non
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study’s finding

METHOD 

prejudice and 
discrimination experienced by disabled persons The Story of Beautiful Girl 
(2011) novel by Rachel Simon. The data are categorized based on the theory of prejudice and 
discrimination theory proposed by The findings are analyzed and interpreted to show 
the condition of disabled women in the novel.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Prejudice and Discrimination Experienced by Disabled Characters in The Story of Beautiful Girl by 
Rachel Simon  

The Story of a Beautiful Girl 

The Story of Beautiful Girl 

The Story of Beautiful Girl 

Martha winced. The attendant, noticing her reaction, said, “You got to do this. They do not 
learn anything; they do not understand anything. This is the only way to get them in line.” 
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“But it must hurt.” “They don’t feel pain. They are not—Look, if she knew right from wrong, 
she would not have stolen these clothes from you.” “I gave her the clothes.” (Simon, 2011, p. 
21) 

Lynnie and says, “ do not learn anything; They do not understand anything,” and “Look, if she 
knows right from wrong, She Would not have Stolen These clothes from you.” In this dialogue, 

The 
Story of Beautiful Girl 

The Story of Beautiful Girl 

Lynnie didn’t know about dining cottages then. She knew about dining rooms and the 
underside of the table, where she and her sister kept Betsy Wetsy dolls and looked at 
Mommy’s and Daddy’s shoes when they were sitting with serious voices, saying things like 
“accepting this tragedy” and “her hopeless future” and “we’ve done nothing to deserve a 
retarded child,” (Simon, 2011, p. 30) 

the quote “her hopeless future,” which is meant here by her father saying that Lynnie’s future is 
because he assumed that Lynnie is “retarded” because of Lynnie’s disability. After all, 

Lynnie’s disability has given lower expectations of her by her father. This kind of prejudice happens 

(PWD) just because of their disability, just like Lynnie’s father.

“She still doesn’t crawl?” Aunt This One said from behind. “She’s already six.” Aunt That One 
said, “It’s been obvious for years that Dr. Feschbach was right.” Mommy said, “She will 
crawl. She’ll walk.” “She’ll never go to school,” Aunt This One said. Aunt That One said, “And 
think of the shame”—here she whispered—“that her sister will feel once she can 
understand.” (Simon, 2011, p. 31) 
On this datum, Lynnie’s aunts as people without disability (PWOD) give her lowered 
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The 
Story of Beautiful Girl 

Moreover, Lynnie could still see a restaurant. She could walk by then, and they went inside 
and sat at a booth, and her parents asked what she wanted. “Burger!” she squealed, one of 
the most significant words she knew by then, and people stared. They stared again when 
the food didn’t all make it into her mouth and dribbled like fingerpaint down her face. 
(Smart, 2001, p. 32) 

family. When asked what food she wanted, she shouted, “Burger.” The people around her stared at 

Just one thing gave him the willies. Sometimes, when he would come inside, he’d catch the 
Silvers making a look at each other. There was also talking at dinnertime, with eyes 
flickering in his direction. It seemed the price he was paying for this luxury life was letting 
himself be talked about. (Simon, 2011, p. 140) 

ook at Homan: “There was also 
talking at dinnertime, with eyes flickering in his direction.” As Homan is deaf, they would discuss him 

Discrimination Experienced by Disabled Characters in The Story of Beautiful Girl  
The Story of Beautiful Girl 

The Story of Beautiful Girl 

The Story of Beautiful Girl 

Then Clarence shoved her, and it all came back. Everything had been taken away. After 
three days of freedom, she had nothing, not even the choice of where to put her feet. (Simon, 
2011, p. 26) 

because of her disability. As described by the author in the provided quote, “After 
three days of freedom, she had nothing, not even the choice of where to put her feet.” Due to Lynnie's 
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The Story of Beautiful 
Girl 

The Story of Beautiful Girl 

Lynnie felt the dress drop to her ankles. “Honestly,” Kate said, “I wish you’d gotten away.” 
She unhooked the old lady’s bra, noting it with admiration; it was the first bra Lynnie had 
ever worn. The state recently approved funds to fix a hole in the barn roof, though once 
again rejected the request for brassieres. (Simon, 2011, p. 41) 

escaping and being recaptured, it is mentioned that “The state recently approved funds to fix a hole 
r brassieres.” This action indicates that the 

faced by the residents, such as the belief that “they feel or think.” The state ultimately 

The Story of Beautiful Girl

That first night so many years ago, the receiving nurse had said Lynnie could keep her 
clothes for special occasions, which turned out to mean whenever Uncle Luke showed 
officials around, bragging about how wisely the public’s money was being spent. (Simon, 
2011, p. 40) 

attendants at the School. In the quote, “whenever Uncle Luke showed officials around, bragging about 
how wisely the public's money was being spent,” there is a depiction

Clarence was not keen on working around, as Smokes put it, “a bunch of eeg-its,” though 
Smokes said it was a cakewalk as long as you let them know who boss, which was easy was: 
They could not think or feel, Smokes said, and were obedient, and you could get a few laughs 
out of them. Plus, with his brother being the director, “no one’s ever gonna say boo.” (Simon, 
2011, p. 268) 
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In the data from the novel, Clarence says to Kate that “they could not think or feel, Smokes said, 
and were obedient, and you could get a few laughs out of them,” where “they” refers to the residents. 

amusement that can “make a few laughs out” for Smokes.
 
The Disabled Characters Overcome Prejudice and Discrimination in The Story of Beautiful Girl   
 

The underground corridors were made of concrete, lit by bare bulbs. Lynnie did not like the 
stretches of darkness, so she was glad to reach a bulb quickly after stepping from the ramp. 
Bravery was needed here. Buddy had shown his bravery when they’d run through the 
tunnel, which had won them freedom. (Simon, 2011, p. 104)  

treat them differently than other individuals because of their disabilities. As the quote mentions, “and 
it had won them freedom,” Lynnie and Homan's self

“Do you?” John-Michael Malone said again. “Do you like living here?” She didn’t need to 
squeeze her fists together for this word. “No.” John-Michael gave her a sorrowful look and 
said, “If you could walk out that gate right now and never come back, would you?” She shot 
her eyes toward Kate. Kate turned toward Lynnie, and her eyes said it was all right to 
respond. Lynnie nodded. (Simon, 2011, p. 204) 

longer close enough to lay her hand on Lynnie’s bed because the cottages

—for her very own clothes. The drawers weren’t locked, either, and the toothbrushes 
weren’t shared, the food wasn’t mush
goodness classes. In Lynnie’s art class, she’d learned painting, etching, 

nnie’s action is described in the following datum:
Finally: “Lynnie Goldberg.” She rose, smiled at Kate, and went to the front of the room. 
There, she sat in the big wooden chair and faced the legislators. “I am Lynnie Goldberg,” she 
said, taking care with every word. “From 1957 to 1980, I lived in the Pennsylvania School. I 
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want to tell you my story and bring something to help me.” She unrolled her drawings and 
held the first one up. “This is how the School looked to me when my parents took me there. 
I was scared. I didn’t know what it was. Bad things happened, and I will not tell you them 
all. But I will tell you some.” And she showed them through her art. Meeting Tonette. 
Mopping the dayroom. Getting shoved around by angry residents. Eating mush. Folding 
laundry. Stepping over floor puddles to use the lavatory. Hiding her art in a file cabinet. 
Being afraid of attendants with dogs. She did not mention Buddy or… Julia. She did not say 
she looked out her window at night even now, imagining where, under the stars of Cup and 
Feather, her husband and her child might be. The legislators listened with serious 
expressions. One woman got wet eyes. One man held his fist to his chin. “That’s why we have 
to close all the institutions,” Lynnie said when she finished. She stood up and was aware 
that the other advocates were applauding her. She smiled at them, relieved she’d found the 
courage to speak for herself—and for so many others, too. (Simon, 2011, p. 288) 

rejudice and discrimination perpetuated by such institutions. Lynnie’s actions 

“I want to sell my drawings so I can do this.” “Are you sure?” Lynnie nodded. “How do you 
want to do this?” Carmen asked. “On sweatshirts?” “No,” Lynnie said. “I have a better idea.” 
On the day of the opening at the gallery in Ithaca, the crowds whirled around. “I just love 
your work,” said a tall woman with triangular earrings. “I was expecting primitivism,” 
added a man with a kerchief in his suit jacket. “Yet it reminds me of Howard Pyle, N. C. 
Wyeth, Frank E. Schoonover.” (Simon, 2011, p. 309) 

people’s
no longer see her as unintelligent or “retarded” due to her disability. Instead, they recognize Lynnie 

One day, Homan helped Big-Bellied Handyman set a window straight. Soon, he started getting 
privileges. Giving, he found, made him proud. And pride made him bolder with doing what he had 
a knack for—unclogging pipes, oiling hinges, driving the tractor. And doing a good job made him 
get more privileges. Finally, he was almost as free as a Stuck-for-Life could get.

CONCLUSION 
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